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Risks of the Byrrill Creek Dam
The risks portrayed by the Staff Report on the choice 
of a new dam at Byrrill Creek are very real: Higher 
costs and time frame and it is a documented high 
conservation area with many threatened species. 











Tweed Water Sharing Plan prohibits 
Byrrill Creek Dam

Dec 2010: Tweed Water Sharing Plan places a prohibition on a 
Dam at Byrrill Creek for the next 10 years

‘The WSP as made does not permit the construction of a new in-river dam on 
Byrrill Creek. This decision has been made based on the high environmental 
and world heritage values of the Byrrill Creek area, and the availability of 
other water supply options for Tweed Shire.’

– Labor Water Minister Michael Costa, NSW Office of Water

WE WILL LEGALLY CHALLENGE A  DECISION TO     
GO AHEAD WITH BYRRILL  CREEK DAM



COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

IWCM Nov 2014 
Objectives: 
“Identification and incorporation of community priorities”
Issue 2: “There is a need for informed and transparent 
decision-making and better management of community 
expectations”

I believe 1 week’s notice of such a major issue is not supportive, 
inclusive or transparent. I feel it is only fair that the Council 
present a workshop for former CWG members and the public to 
clearly present their case for the raising of Clarrie Hall Dam, 
water options & climate change, and with time for questions to 
be answered. This should be held in early Feb 2016.



Options the Same as 6 years Ago 
& Implementation of IWCM

I commend the amount of Research and Reports that have been 
compiled over the last few years to aid in a decision, but the 
options are the same as back then: pipes from SE QLD Dams or 
dams in the Tweed. As I understand, other options, or the choice of 
a mix of options have not really been seriously considered  during 
this time. This was what the CWG pointed out in 2010.

Yes, we have reduced consumption to 180 LT per day but recommendations in the 
IWCM such as- tank rebates ( As provided in neighbouring Rous Water & Gold 
Coast has not been followed), targets for recycling water were to be 15% by 2015 
which has not been achieved (at present 5-9%) There are plans, but they are not 
being implemented 
If you look back at the Councils IWCM- 2006, 2009, 2011 & 2013 which is the 
strategic plan which guides & prioritises actions regarding water management.
As far back as the 2006  WSUD (water sensitive urban design) and recycled water, 
were discussed as important elements.  Its now 9 years later! 



Strategy for Implementing DMS



THE COMMUNITY SUPPORTS 
ALTERNATIVE WATER SOURCES

Tweed Shire Council IWCM Strategy : Random Telephone 
Survey Jetty Research Feb 2013: Question 10

”There was widespread support for three alternative 
water sources. Some 93 % supported using rainwater 
from residential tanks for toilet, laundry and outdoor 
taps, while 89 % agreed with the use of locally harvested 
stormwater, and 66 % were supportive of treated 
wastewater or sewage for these purposes”



POPULATION CORRECT?

• IWCM Issue 3: There is a need for defendable 
and robust population forecasts
“A revised projection based on 2011 Census 
data and revised development projections is 
expected to be completed during 2013” 
At present our growth Rate has dropped to 
1.3% but it is noted that the council has used 
2.2% growth as their basis for when 
augmentation is required.



An Oversupply of water with a dam?

Total Supply needed:
2015: 9,727ML
2036: 12,782ML
We only actually need 
an extra 3,055ML by 
2036- a very similar 
amount to 5 years ago

This is achievable with 
a variety of different 
water saving 
technologies



Conclusion

• We would like to defer this decision until early next year.
Points taken from the CWG  Statement March 2010
5. We would like an independent review of assumptions made in the 

water supply selection process (population growth, demand 
management adoption and alternative supply options, prior to the 
commencement of detailed planning or environmental impact 
assessment of the preferred water supply option by Council. 
(specifically ,the Institute for Sustainable Futures)

6. We request Tweed Shire Council’s demand strategy and water 
options selection process is in line with national and international 
performance standards, and appropriate to Tweed shire's beautiful 
environment. 

• We also request that there be a Community Workshop held in 
February 2016


